
MiraCosta College

Frequently Asked 
Questions for Parents

Q Why is it easier to get in to a 4 
year university as a transfer than a 

freshman?

A Due to a combination of budget cuts, 
impaction and other issues, CSU 

and UC admission criteria for freshmen 
admits has become very competitive. As a 
transfer student you can have guaranteed 
admission to 7 UC’s! 

Q How much will I save? 

ASee chart. 
  

*Please note this information does not 
include the cost of books!

Q Will time to graduation as a transfer 
student be different than a student 

who entered a University as a freshman?

A No. Once you are admitted to a 
University as a transfer student you 

have junior status, which is no different 
than a freshman who will earn junior status 
in the same way (with units).

Q Can my child go to graduate school 
with units from a CCC? Will they be 

used in the admission GPA?

UC Transfers 
Q & A’sA Yes, you are more than welcome to sit in 

on the appointment with your student.

Q Does the Transfer Center provide 
assistance with filling out the University 

application(s)?

AYes, the Trawnsfer Center offers UC/CSU 
application workshops.

Q Does the Transfer Center offer any other 
services or workshops that can benefit 

my child?

A Absolutely. The TC offers various 
specialized workshops such as Transfer 

Information Nights, Graduate School Event, 
and Veteran’s Event to name a few. Please 
check our monthly calendar listings.

Q Can you tell me some of the advantages 
of attending MiraCosta College?

•	 Cost. Refer to chart. 
•	 Small class size. 
•	 Professors only teach, don’t do research 

like at University, easily accessible, no 
TA’s. 
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MiraCosta College
Transfer Center

Tuition Parking Housing
MiraCosta $668 $70 Live at home
CSU $5,000 $270 $11,485
UC $13,200 $696 $13,500
Private $39,486 $290 $11-15,000

Oceanside Campus 
Building 3700
Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
(evenings by appointment). 

Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Phone: (760) 795-6880 
FAX: (760) 795-6773

Email: transfercenter@miracosta.edu
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A The units earned at a CCC will allow 
the student to transfer to a four year 

University and earn a Bachelor’s Degree. 
This Bachelor’s Degree is what will allow the 
student to then apply to a graduate program. 
The units earned while at a CCC will not be 
factored in the GPA earned while attending a 
four year University; however, all units will be 
considered by the graduate school.

Q What is done in a Transfer Center 
counseling session? 

A The Counselor will help the student 
create an Educational Plan, a Term by 

Term plan, and go over any other questions 
the student may have.

Q Can I call the Counselor about my 
child? 

A FERPA (Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act) is a law that protects the 

privacy of student education records. If your 
child gives us permission to share information 
with the parent we can do so.

Q What does my child have to do to see a 
Transfer Center Counselor?

A In order to schedule an appointment 
with a TC counselor the following needs 

to be completed: 
•	 Apply to MCC, receive Student ID# 
•	 Complete math/English assessments 
•	 Complete orientation/group advisement 
•	 Have AP/IB scores sent to Admissions & 

Records (A&R) 
•	 Have transcripts from other colleges 

attended sent to A & R 
•	 Have an idea of major and what 

university they want to transfer to.

Q What does my child’s time at MiraCosta 
look like?

A For a B.A. or B.S. you need a minimum 
120 semester units; 2-3 years at 

MiraCosta = 60 units (incl. GE, major prep, 
electives); 2-3 years at 4 year school + 60 
units (major, graduation req., electives) 

Q What is the difference between a CSU, 
UC, Private or Out of State University?

A UC schools are known for their 
approach in developing students that 

have strengths in research, theory and studies, 
while the CSU system is more developed 
for practical applications and non-research 
oriented career candidates. This doesn’t mean 
that one is better than the other, but it does 
indicate that you should choose according to 
your post graduate plans.

CSU schools tend to focus on maintaining 
small, direct class sizes, while UC systems are 
based on a self-motivated style of learning.

Private Universities receive no state funding 
so therefore have more costly tuition. Class 
size tends to be smaller with close faculty 
interaction. 

Q What is a Transfer Admission Guarantee 
(TAG)?

A TAG’s are admission programs that 
assure students a place at the university 

upon completion of specified criteria. Currently 
MCC offer TAG’s to UC Davis, Irvine, 
Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara and 
Santa Cruz. 

Q Can I join my child in their appointment 
with a Transfer Center Counselor?
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Academic 
Year

Campus Student
count

2008-2009 U.C. Berkeley 11
2009-2010 U.C. Berkeley 13
2010-2011 U.C. Berkeley 16
2008-2009 U.C. Davis 3
2009-2010 U.C. Davis 3
2010-2011 U.C. Davis 1
2008-2009 U.C. Irvine 13
2009-2010 U.C. Irvine 14
2010-2011 U.C. Irvine 9
2008-2009 U.C.L.A. 14
2009-2010 U.C.L.A. 12
2010-2011 U.C.L.A. 18
2008-2009 U.C. Merced 1
2009-2010 U.C. Merced 0
2010-2011 U.C. Merced 1
2008-2009 U.C. Riverside 5
2009-2010 U.C. Riverside 2
2010-2011 U.C. Riverside 7
2008-2009 U.C. San Diego 85
2009-2010 U.C. San Diego 74
2010-2011 U.C. San Diego 93
2008-2009 U.C. Santa Barbara 15
2009-2010 U.C. Santa Barbara 14
2010-2011 U.C. Santa Barbara 18
2008-2009 U.C. Santa Cruz 12
2009-2010 U.C. Santa Cruz 5
2010-2011 U.C. Santa Cruz 13
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